
July

On the 2nd of July, 1859 the Chief of the Persian General Staff was given a state funeral with

great military pomp in the presence of the Shah. There is nothing strange about this event - except that

the Persian general honoured was called Fedor Karacsay and he was of Hungarian-Szekely birth.

Karacsay fought in the Hungarian National Army with distinction and fled the country in 1849, after

the defeat of the Freedom War. Eventually he found his way to Teheran, capital of Persia (Iran) - in

much the same way Hungarians happen to find their way to the remotest parts of the world today. He

helped to reorganize the Persian Army. He was made a general and later Chief of the Imperial General

Staff.

This proves that no country is safe from adventurous Magyars, especially from those of the Szekely

variety.

July the 4th is the day of Saint Isabella (Elizabeth) of Portugal.

Elizabeth was an Arpad princess, niece of the better-known Saint Elizabeth of Hungary. She was

born in 1271 and was married to the King of Portugal. She spent her life pacifying her temperamental

relatives. On one occasion she stood between the armies of her son and her husband to stop their

battle. She brought peace to the turbulent kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula and earned the epithet:

“Queen of Peace”. She is known as the Patron Saint of Portugal.

July the 8th is the anniversary of an event unique in military history. On this day, in 1664, the

commander of the besieging army married the commander of the garrison defending the fort.

The young widow, Maria Szechy, called (for obvious reasons) the “Venus of Murany”, was a

follower of Prince Gyorgy Rakoczi who, at that time, was waging war against the Habsburg emperor-

king of Hungary. Maria successfully defended the fortress-castle Murany against the Imperial forces for

a considerable time. It seems that she was on good terms with the god Mars as well.



The commander of the besieging army happened to be the handsome Magyar general, Ferenc

Wesselenyi. One day, Wesselenyi asked for an armistice, went up to the fort and managed to convince

the bellicose lady that Hungarians should not hate each other, on the contrary . . . He therefore asked

for her hand in marriage. Maria accepted his “terms” and the two commanders celebrated their wedding

in the castle on the 8th of July.

On the 15th of July, 1931 a small plane flew from New York to Budapest, breaking two world

records.



Ocean flying was still a hazardous enterprise in 1931 - it was only four years after Lindbergh’s epic

flight. Of the five planes, which set out from New York to cross the Atlantic in 1931, only two reached

Europe. One of these was named “Justice for Hungary”, piloted by two Hungarians, Gyorgy Endresz

and Sandor Magyar. Financial backing for the enterprise was secured by the generous contributions of

the Hungarians in the U.S. and Canada.

The small, one-engined Lockheed-Sirius flew from New York to New Foundland, the closest point

to Europe. From there the two pilots took off from an improvised airport on the afternoon of July 15th.

They crossed the Atlantic during the night, reached Ireland in the morning and then flew over western

Europe in daylight. They reached the outskirts of Budapest in the late afternoon. Then within sight of

their goal - their fuel ran out and they had to land in a cornfield, some 10 miles from Budapest.

The flight broke the existing long-distance non-stop record: the plane spent 26 hours and 20

minutes in the air without landing. The pilots also broke the speed record for long-distance flights.

More importantly, the name of the plane, which flashed across the front pages of the newspapers,

“Justice for Hungary”, called the world’s attention to the injustice done to Hungary in the Treaty of

Trianon.

The Olympic Games of Helsinki began on the 19th of July, 1952. Hungary finished second, with 16

gold medals. On the occasion of the London Olympics, 1948, Hungary was third with 10 gold medals,

and a similar result was achieved at the Berlin Olympics in 1936. These remarkable achievements by a

small nation prove to the world that the Magyar spirit remains unbroken in spite of disastrous wars and

foreign oppression.

Hungarians excel in the field of intellectual competition too. The Hungarian chess team won the

World Championship twice, the last time in 1978, defeating the Soviet team, the undisputed leaders in

chess.

There is little State support for sport in Hungary. The Magyars are genuine amateurs” of sport: they

love competition and they feel emotionally involved with their sportsmen or teams representing their

nation abroad.

LaszIo Moholyi-Nagy was born on the 20th of July, 1895 in Hungary. He studied painting and his



avant-garde ideas inspired by the French Cubists found sympathetic appreciation with the poet Ady and

his friends.

After World War I Moholyi-Nagy went to Germany. He founded the so-called “Bauhaus School”,

based on the principle of purely visual, non-representational art, composed of colour, texture, light and

an equilibrium of forms. As an art educator, Moholyi-Nagy stressed the importance of natural visual

gifts:

“Everybody is talented” was his motto.

Moholyi-Nagy moved to the United States in 1937 and founded the Chicago “Institute of Design”

(“New Bauhaus”) which he headed as the foremost educator of modern art until his death in 1946.

NATIONAL SELF-DESTRUCTION

In July 1514 the rebel “peasant” army of Gyorgy Dozsa was defeated by the army of John Zapolya

at Temesvar, in the south of Hungary.

The defeat of the Dozsa uprising marked the end of Hungary’s only civil war, the saddest episode

of the country’s history.

These events occurred only 24 years after the death of Hungary’s greatest king, Matthias. As the

great king died without a legitimate heir, the barons of Hungary invited the weak-willed Vladislas

(Ulaszlo) Jagiello to the throne of the country. Under his indifferent rule, the barons and nobles

abandoned Matthias’ fine social, cultural, military and political reforms and plunged the once powerful

nation into complete chaos. They refused to pay taxes, thus ruining the country’s economy and refused

to bear arms against the Turks - because they needed their private armies against each other.

In the face of the increasing threat of a Turkish attack, the Pope authorized the Primate of Hungary,

Cardinal Bakocz, to raise a crusader army. Bakocz appointed the efficient professional soldier, Gyorgy

Dozsa commander of the crusaders. Soon the poor nobles, the over-taxed citizens of the towns, the

lower clergy and the oppressed serfs or peasants swelled the ranks of the crusaders, who called

themselves “kuruc” (from the Latin “crux” —“cross”). The rich barons and the landed nobles objected to

the recruiting of their manpower, the serfs. Clashes began between the nobles and the serfs who were

bitter about their treatment by the tyrannical landlords.

By June 1514 a full-scale war raged between the barons’ private armies and the “kuruc” of Dozsa.



In July, Dozsa laid siege to Temesvar in the south of the country. The governor of the province of

Transylvania, Janos Zapolya suddenly attacked Dozsa’s army with a superior, well-equipped

professional army and annihilated the “kuruc”. The victor punished the captured leaders of the rebels

with the savage cruelty usual in Europe in those times.

Subsequently, the vengeful Diet inflicted various restrictions on the serfs whom they held

responsible for the uprising (though it was led by noblemen, lower clergy and urban citizens).

During these centuries, the entire European continent was aflame with civil wars, peasant uprisings

and religious wars. Some of the western “peasant revolts” claimed 200,000 victims. The number of

deaths caused by the Dozsa uprising was about 20,000. Still, the effects of this bloodletting were fatal:

the Turkish Empire stood ready to launch the invasion of Hungary. What is more, the victor of

Temesvar, John Zapolya eventually gained the crown of Hungary on the strength of his victory over the

peasants. After the defeat at Mohacs (which we remember on the 29th of August), the throne of

Hungary became vacant. The power-hungry Zapolya, head of the strongest remaining Hungarian army,

had himself elected king. He reigned for 15 years after Mohacs (1526-1540) as one of the two rival

kings (the other was Ferdinand of the Habsburg dynasty). During these 15 years this cowardly,

dishonest, selfish man practically handed over Hungary to the Turks. He still disposed of strong forces

but he lacked both the will and the talent to raise his sword in the defence of his country.

He was the last of the national kings of Hungary - and certainly the least.

July the 22nd is the anniversary of another victory and of a crusade of a different kind. On that day,

in 1456 (half a century before the events described above), the army of Hungarian crusaders,

commanded by Janos Hunyadi, defeated the Turkish army at Nandorfehervar, frustrating the Osman

attempts to invade Central Europe.

Janos (John) Hunyadi, probably the greatest soldier of Hungarian history, fought the Turks in the

Balkans for decades. By 1456 the Sultan had assembled an immense army ready to invade Hungary,

the gateway to the Christian West. The Pope tried to raise a crusade against the Turks, but only

Hungary offered her soldiers. As Hunyadi wrote to the Pope: “We only, left alone... have endured the

fury of the war...”



The Turkish army, reinforced with heavy artillery (a new feature in Europe at the time) attacked

Hungary’s largest frontier stronghold, Nandorfehervar on the Danube. Hunyadi brought up his troops -

consisting of Magyar peasants and volunteer noblemen - and attacked the Turks on both banks of the

river. The Hungarians triumphed, the Sultan’s army was destroyed and Europe could breathe a sigh of

relief.

Grateful, the Pope ordered that the bells should toll every day at noon in memory of Hunyadi’s

victory. Today, few bells toll in Europe at noon, and even fewer people remember the Hungarian victory,

least of all in the former Hungarian stronghold, Nandorfehervar, which happens to be called Belgrade

today.

The Catholic Church honours the Blessed Kinga on the 24th of July. Kinga was the eldest of the

three sainted daughters of King Bela IV. She married the Polish King, Boleslav. After his death she

entered a convent of the Franciscan nuns where she died in 1292. In canonizing her, the Pope declared

Kinga Patron Saint of Poland and Lithuania.

Baron Lorand (Roland) Eotvos was born on the 27th of July, 1848. He was the son of Jozsef

Eotvos, author, statesman and educationalist.

Lorand Eotvos was professor of Physics at Budapest, a member and later President of the

Hungarian Academy of Sciences and, for a short time, Minister of Public Education in Hungary. He died

in Budapest in 1919. His old university bears his name today.



His studies and experiments led to several important discoveries. The result of the experiments

connected with capillarity are laid down in the so-called “Eotvos Law” which defines the variations of

surface tension with changes of temperature. Later he concentrated on the problems of terrestrial

magnetism and gravitation. The “Eotvos torsion balance” is used to determine the infinitesimal variations

of gravity caused by subterranean deposits of minerals or fuel deposits. This is an essential instrument

in modern geological research.

Erno Dohnanyi was born in Pozsony, Hungary, on the 27th of July, 1877. He was professor and

later director of the Budapest Conservatory, director of State Music Broadcasts and principal of the

Budapest Music High School. He settled in the U.S.A. after Hungary’s Soviet occupation, and died there

in 1960.



Dohnanyi was a virtuoso of the piano. He composed for the piano and for orchestra. His

symphonies, the ballet “The Veil of Pierette”, the suite “Ruralia Hungarica” and the piano composition

“Variation on a Nursery Song” are still popular’ items on the radio stations and in the concert halls of the

world.

Gyorgy (George) Szell, the famous conductor, died on the 30th of July, 1970 at the age of 73 in the

United States.

Szell was born and educated in Hungary. He began his musical career at the age of ten as a guest

pianist in Vienna. During the ‘30 and ‘40s he reached world fame as the conductor of the greatest

orchestras in Germany and later in the U.S.A. From 1946 until his death he conducted the Cleveland

Symphony Orchestra.

Szell was one of the large number of Hungarian-born conductors who enriched the musical life of

the West, especially after World War II. Sir George Solti divided his time between London, his home and

the U.S.A. where he regularly conducted the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. He also seemed to find

time for France where he was the musical director of the Paris Orchestra Jeno (Eugene) Ormandy

conducted the Philadelphia Orchestra for four decades, Antal Dorati is best known in the United States

Ferenc Fricsay in Germany and Tibor Paul in Australia.

A MASTER OF ALL TRADES

Andras Jelky was born on July 30, 1730 in the small Hungarian town of Baja. His father was a

master tailor and Andras’ only ambition was to follow in his father’s footsteps. On completing his home

apprenticeship, he went to Germany in order to spend a year there as a tailor’s journeyman.

Instead of one year, he spent 24 years abroad, gaining (against his will) fascinating experience in a

wide range of occupations. None was related to his chosen trade, however.

Soon after his arrival in Germany he was kidnapped by a press-gang and forced to serve as a

sailor aboard a Dutch ship bound for East India. The ship sank in the Atlantic and the unwilling sailor

was picked up by another Dutch ship bound for Europe - but fate was against him. The ship was

captured by Turkish pirates near Malta and young Jelky was sold at a slave market in Algeria. He again

managed to get away, this time in a small boat of his own making. A Portuguese ship picked him up -



and took him to Macao, the Portuguese colony on the south coast of China.

Two years later he turned up in Batavia (today Jakarta), the capital of Dutch East Indies. His own

account of these years is rather hazy: apparently he was shipwrecked then captured by a fierce native

tribe and given the choice of marrying the chief’s daughter or else. . . He obviously preferred being the

guest of honour to being the dinner itself, so he married the dusky beauty. Yet he arrived at Batavia

apparently unmarried and obviously alive. It seems that our young tailor had learned to spin a good yarn

during his apprenticeship.

His vast experience, knowledge of languages and good Hungarian common sense soon earned

him a high and respected position in the Dutch colony. He became a wealthy businessman and

diplomat, married and had two children. At various times he was sent by the colonial government to

Ceylon and Japan on missions of diplomacy and trade. He was, in fact, one of the first Europeans to

establish a diplomatic post in Japan.

Then his wife and children died and Jelky remembered his old country. He gave up everything and

returned to Hungary after an absence of 24 years. There, in the city of Buda, the former Dutch Royal

Counsellor, diplomat and businessman took up his original trade and died as a master tailor in 1783.

He left no riches, no family - only an incredible tale of adventure which is still waiting for the pen of

a novelist or the skill of a film director.

“BROTHER OF ALL MEN .."

On a rocky peak in the New Mexico desert rises a huge cross made of rough stones. At the base

one finds the following inscription in Spanish:

“Here lies Brother Gregory HolIosi brother of all men, who brought light to those who were living in

the dark.”

Gregory Hollosi was a Hungarian monk who accompanied the Spanish conquistador, Coronado

into California and New Mexico in 1540. Gregory hoped to be able to spread the Christian Faith among

the Indians but Coronado and his soldiers were hoping to find the legendary “Seven Silver Cities”.

Gregory’s missionary efforts were frustrated by the greed and cruelty of the Spanish soldiers. The

Hungarian priest had obviously not concealed his opposition to the methods used by the conquerors,

because we find a note in Coronado’s diary in 1541 reporting that “Brother Gregory has been sent away



because of his continuous stubbornness and lack of respect . ."

Gregory survived in the arid region and eventually found the mountain towns of the Zuni Indians -

ironically the same “Seven Silver Cities” for which Coronado had been looking.

The Indians lived in seven towns, in houses cut into the mountain rock. They made their weapons

and ornaments of silver, which they found in abundance in the mountains. Brother Gregory lived with

the Zunis for 40 years. He converted them to Christianity and defended them against those who brought

shame upon the Faith of Christ. Several Spanish expeditions attempted to conquer the “Silver Cities”

but the Zunis’ bravery  and Gregory’s prayers

- saved them each time. Finally, in 1580 a large Spanish army was sent against the Zuni towns. Gregory

met the commander, and pleaded with him. The commander took him hostage and continued his march

against the cities. As the Spanish army was crossing the huge suspension bridge leading to the valley of

the Zunis, Gregory knelt down in prayer for his people. In that moment, the bridge collapsed, killing the

Spanish soldiers and Brother Gregory.

His tombstone still looks down upon the now empty valley after 400 years. We do not find his name

among the famous conquerors or saints - but he was a good man, a brother of all men in an age of

inhumanity.


