At the cmad of April, 1517, the king inarciel
Tisza vo make a genevous extension of clecioral righis;
lnat the Premicr, unwilling 1o wndcrake mch a momen.
rous change, handed in his rosigration on May 2anl,
leaving immediately for the hattlefront as a enlonel of
the Humar reserve. His departure from ithe post in
which he lirst protesicd agaimt the war, and then, when
n staricd, aguinst unrestrictod methods of butchery,
while doing his best {or the organization of nationa! Je-
lense, —could not pams without consequence.

Tisza’s successor, the voung Morris Eserhiay, could
stand the terrilile strain of the Premicr’s duties only for
a short time, theugh hin efforts were unhampered by
the majority pariy of Tisen. As carly a8 the spring of
ig1g, a smecallidd “Democratic Bloc for Elecioral
Rights” was fusmsr] from several groups of the opgposi-
tion. In i were the group of William Visonyi, ihe
prace-favoning radicals of Dacar Tésad and the Tne.
pendence Paity of Count Michac] Karolyi, Jisd and his
reiils lebsed thot the Humanian and sther ,:|l|1ir;|.
tions eould bre appeased by minerity coneosions and by
the fommutbon of an “Fawein Switperland™ Kirali's
Pollbovwiein, vt dbe: dthivor hane, sdhoneatesl rrafual P
tion from Asedivi, persomil wibon a8 sgeinst Dualisn,
and pnok s ieasly ihe Bea thed with ihe serenbssting
ol democratie jmwcipls. the poditical yympasihics of
the Allied Prpvers might Le g,

Eaterhdey was fodlowed withmin an chang: b plai
foem, by the wged Wikerle, The latter. like mou of his

wat unable 1o recognize the grave dan.
gert threatening Hungary and the serious conserpuences
of the war situation. They could not conceive the sig-
nificance cither of the natiomality problem or af the
South Slav movement. As minister of justice, Vison,
presented his Bill of Electoral Rights on December 21,
t917. raising the number of voters more than three
fold. The debate on this Rill lasted for months, amid
growing nervousness on the part of the public. The
grave economic stuation snd the long and exhausting
war began to make their effects feli. To the American
ambassador, Penheld, it scemed already i Februam
igiy that “ihe economic life in Austria-Hungary =
paralyzed. . . .7 with “destitution visible cvervwhere™,!
Socialists organized strikes and strect demomatrations.
Hadical changes in Russia cchocd among the tired pen-
jples of the Monarchy. In March 1917, revelution bl
ot in Rumia, to be followed in the autumn by Bolihe-
vism, hiilt upon the ruing of the Trarist Empire. The
ficrmans, holding the contral mechanism of the Central
Powers within their hands, were still determined w fight
for a victorions peace ; but the Monarchy itsclf had ar-
vived at the uttermost limits of its performing capacity

Draring the negotiations carried out by President Wil
son of the United States, prompied by a desire 1o pre-
pare a peace based on new and rightecis foundations,
the wish o “emancipate™ Austria from German domi-
nations was in the limelight, Colonel House, confidant
ul the Presidlent, in the spring of 1917 proposed 10 Lovu

Balfour, British Foreign Sccrctary, that "Grest Britain
and the United States should sand together for a jus
peace— a peace [uir 1o all, to the small as well as 1o the
large nations of the world. Great Britain and Ameries,
Ithluhhmpulmuqhmrhlhnrﬁmwm
suderations™.' House's opinion wus that “on o bask af
the satur quo ante the Entente could aid Ausiria
cmancipating hersell from Pruwia”, and likewise he wa
just as much against the dismemberment of the Mog-
archy as the American commitiee sent 1o Europe o
study conditions. " President Wilson™, stated Col. House,
“had two altcrnative policies before him. He might
proclaim war 1o death upon the Habsburg Monarchy
o o+ He would thas bear amivance 1 2 revolution that
might end in the Balkanization of the Danube rrgions,
but which would. in the meantime, go far to undermine
the sirength of the Central Powers. Or he might pre-
tlnim the right 1o ‘automomy’ of the subject nationsh-
ties . . . The peril of splitting up territories connomi-
caily interdependent, would thus be avoided at the same
time that the sell-government of the nationalitics was -
surcd —The second alicrnative was chosen by the Proi-
dent. In common with the leading statcamen of Wim-
e Europe, he bolicved that the political union of the
Austro-Hungarian peoples was 2 nocessity, and he scemn
1o have felt that once freed from German domination,
the llatsburg Monarchy would prove a benelicial
forec”. As a matter of fact the President said in hin agd-

"Fhe [ntimais Pepors of Colasel Mo, Landan sgoll, Vel 111, g 4
Chilker puasages arr quesrd frem Vol 1, o og7, Vel 1L, pp 30a-148
tlress 1o the American Congrem on December 3. 1g13:
“We rho not wish in any way to imgain or ieairange the
Avstro-Hunzarian Empire . . . We only desiie 1o s
that their alairs are Ieft in vhelr own hasds o all mog-
iers. greak or small”. Premier Liovd George of Cireat
Lritain stated in the Homne of Commona ma January 5
1 A, that the bocak-up of Awivia-Hungarg was ne pan
of their war aim, yot prace may be insurcel only thioegh
“a genuine sell-govermment on e dermncratic pring-
plea” . CH Proasdient Wilson's Fourtcen Pomnts, dated Jan-
aary B, vgill, Number 10w explicit im0 ies statement tha
“the proples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among
the nations we wish 0 see safeguarded and asred,
should be accorded the fromm opportunity of awene-
miras development”™,

Contrary 1o this grmeral principle were the nntionalia
aspirations. which the Ceechs, Sevbs and Rumanisn
tried to formulate in sich a manncr that they could be
included among the objectives of the war. These plam
were wiorked on since the beginning of the war, A1 fim
the Ceecha endeavored 1o extablish, omder 8 Rusian
thvpasty, a Bohemian Kingdom, including the porthem
tevritorics of Hungary, This Cecch state wonld have
bordered on Terist Russia, According to ane ol the
mrmacanida sobmitted o ihe Allied and Associated
Powers, “Rissia’s wishes amed plans™ were going to be
of "determining nfluence™.’

Latrs, when Russia’s luck faded on the batilcfields

Tha Jlagwewin Mevew, Landen, iges, pp Sog-ie—RL W. T
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and the execution of the Rusophile plan did not appear
feasible, the leading Caech fmigrés, Masaryk anc Benel,
went over to what was comidered popular amang the
Watern democracies and, having dropped the idea of
3 Monarchy, they contrived to prepare the way for the
establahment of a Caechoslovak republic. They formel
a National Committee and through their Iriends, the
“experta” on the problema of the Monarchy, they were
wecesiful in muking an impresion on the public apinion
and governments of the Allied Posers. This was evident
from the reply of January v, 1917, made to the peare
offer of 1he Central Powen. Since cven the highest cir-
cles had hardly any defmite knowledge about condi-
tions in East-Central Furope, the émigrés furnisherd the
most convenient and rven the exclusive souroe for 1the
necexary historieal and palitical informatinn,

These wationalisn aspirations, the name and eyl
opment of which in Eaxt-Central Furope have o
touched upon in previous chapiers, hadl 1o be presented
in a form which scemed to sult the poditical mperees
and way of thinking of the Western powers. This was
wrved, primarily, by the argument that onb throusl
the lulflmcnt ol thesr very aspirations could demne-
racy be esablishen . Carpathian Faurope, Simplified.
this sounds rather naive now, Le., while the nationalisins
of certain peoples are, @ prieri, in thelr very nature.
“demncratic”, another nationalibm, that of the Hun-
garians, for intaner, wan, a prieed, “Teodal™. But those
Enﬁ&ﬂmhnh'Mi“UTrhrﬂjﬁnh&ﬂhﬁilﬂ
uponi the social problens of Carpathinn Farape from o
certain angle, were of the opinion that their task was
an casy onc, namely, that of between Good
amd Evil. On the other hand, they were [averably im.
presed by the conceptions of Masarvk, whe presenter
his doctrines in a way which appealed to their interet,

Another w argument iried to prove that
only the fulfilment of Cacch and o1her Slav desives conld
standd in the way of (Germanic penctratien wward the
ras, the Drang nach Osten. As Erncst Denis wrene, the
French intended 1o “build a Slavic wall from the Baltie
mllh:-'ndriiﬁ:.thﬂi'ﬂlphu-invimibkhrrin
against the Germanic thrust™, This, he continucd, neces-
sitated the formation of a single state by the Ceecha and
Slovaks, to be joined 1o the new South Slav statc by »
rorvidor  through Hungarian territary' The samnc
writer viewed Rumania from a different point of view
for the simple reasan that said country at the tme had
not yet joined the Allies. He stated that Trameyhvania
wat geographically, oo, a part of Hungary and in
transfer to Rumania would be merely “changing from
unie oppressor 1o anather”.

Bened’s work demanded the dostruction of Austria-
Hungary, similarly suggesting the fature Cacchoslo-
vakia, in ﬂ:hnn[:nﬂhl-im-ﬂﬁmumﬁnﬁann
barrier againu Cerman nsion." According to Bencl,
sach an arr "Em&:mﬂﬁuﬂ
of Germamy™, thoagh the Western powers scadiasily

'L Dlemin, La Lowrrer, Furin, sgiy.

T 1 g
q.mﬂﬁiflnm“him Wil |[Esgifah s Lan-

repudiared any charge of encirclement laid agains
LTE TR .

e onc checked up, of coune, as 10 whether any of
these arguments, based on war psychalogy, were rally
iruie principlos, on which a laviing, stable and jus order
wak i by built im this pan of Dorope, A these plans -
volvrd Slavs in general, avolling ihe mention of decp
antagonisms betwern oertain Slavie peoples, like the
Russians and Pobs, for insance, Since the Monarchy
mownnl in the way of tlwsc young nationalistc schemes,
thoy tried ka0 comvinee all concermed  that there
was no more nocd for the Monarchy, sincc they would
I abbe 1o take s place and follil jost an well all the
vide played by her in the European Balance of Power.
Onc of the often applicd arguments presumed that with-
ot dhestruction of the Monarchy, Germany could mot be
defeated. The English historian, Seton-Watson, ane of
the influential expers on the subject, realized that in
cate the Monarchy dimmicgrated, Austria woull, un-
avoidably, join Germany. Yet br, 100, was of the opinion
that "Germany can only be defeated, if we arc propared
1o back the Slaa".

Againg the Habsburg Moaarchy, the “living anach-
ronam”, it was not difficull to find arguments. This
had already been done by Kosuth with unparaliched
couviction and logic a generation before, in Lngland
and America as well. Whatewer vightful criticism could
Iy umedd, from a modermn point of view, agains this sate

W, W, Lo Woenss, Drrees, llas snd lleginr, Londes, snid, pp
Py v .
Organism, appears even today much more vivid in Kos-
mnh’s original words, than in all the later propaganda
pamphlcteering taken togreither, which, with a lew ex-
ceptiom, is monotonous repetition. [t was not given to
Komsuth to place his talents as a statesman and his plans
as an émigre at the disposal of 3 reorganization that fol-
lows & world conllict. Tn Kossuth's time, the Western
powers weore unEwerving @ their decision o uphold
Austria as an important factor in the European balance,
despite the most bitter protests of Hungarians ™Aus-
tria™ said Lord Palmenston in the Lower House on July
:‘ll.ia{!."hlﬂmmtlmtmhﬂthlm

European power . . . The i
and liberiies of Europe are WF“‘: hh"':l’ﬂdﬂﬂ OpinEDn,
with the maintcnance and integrity of Austria a1 a great
Europcan power; and therelore anything which tends
by dircct o cven remote contingency 1o weaken and 1w
cripple Austria, but siill more o reduce her from the
pasition of a first-rate power o that of & scoondary statc,
must be a great calamity to Furope and one which evers
Englishman ought to deprecate and try w0 provent”,
Thus the were [orced 10 accept the incvita-
ble, and, in view of the pomibilitics, 10 make a Compro-
mise with Austria in 1867. Dut not so Kosuth, who never
accepted the Compromise and wished to estabilish a
Danubian Federation. Twenty years after the great
Emigré's death, the Firm World War broke out, at the
eni ol which the Allied Powers, having forgotien their
own argumecnts of old, and Palmerston's words, con-
scited 1o the dismemberment of the Monarchy.



Colin McEvedy:
THE PENGUIN ATLAS OF MEDIAEVAL HISTORY

RUPERAT HART-DAVIS AND CROWELL-COLLIER (US.) - PAGE 78:

The Latin speaking Wallachians and Moldavians, inhabiting modern Rumania, are
first mention at the beginning of the fourteenth century. Their later claim to be
descendants of the Roman colonists planted there in the second century A.D.
seems lendentlious and improbable, for the Romans’ withdrawal from Rumania
(270) and the appearance of the Viach states are separated by a millennium in
which the country was the property of Slav and nomad and which is devoid of all
evidence of Roman survival,

Almost certainly the Viachs came from the western Balkans and only migrated into

Rumania as the nomads abandoned it in the late thineenth and early fourteanth
century.
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30 JUNE, 1988. 1 Pennington Street, London, E19XN

ROMANIAN HORROR STORIES

The Hungarian newspapers are reporting the expulsion by Romania of Hungarian consular

afficials from the city of Kolozsvar - which sccording to the Romanian newspapers docs not
exist. They call it Cluj. The more traditional German newspapers, for their part, still refer 1o
it as Klausenburg.

This trinity of names reflects the ethnic composition of the provinee of Transylvania. Uneil
1919 it was one of the “lands of the Crown of Si Stephen®, founder of the Kingdom of
Hungary. With the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire the previous year, it was
anncxed by Romania. Partially recovered by Hungary in alliance with Hitler, it was losi again
in 1945
The majority of the population is Romanian, and their proportion has been increasing as
West Germany has gradually brought oul, and bought oul, the previously large German
speaking community. Now the Hungarian minority of almost two million 15 also under threal.
as Romania's "Conductor”™ (Leader), President Cesusescu, pursues his vision of an ethnically
and ideologically "pure” Romania under the hereditary rule of the Ceausescu dynasty. The
fictional home of horror stories is full of real ones.

The furious reaction of ordinary Hungarians, with an increasing amount of sympathy from
their Government, has turned the policies of the Romanian Government in Transylvania into
an international issue. The key issue is the extrsordinary plan 1o demolish up o 8,000
Romanian villages so that the inhabitants can be concentrated into new concrele industrial
complexes. If President Cesusescu pushes ahead, almost two thirds of all villages across the
whole of Romania will ultimately be affected. Their houses, churches and graveyards will be
smashed into the mud by bulldozers. All links with the past will be broken.

Massive concentrations of concrete hutches will be the breeding places for the New
Romanian.

That President Ceausescu is deadly serious about this can already be scen in the capitals
Bucharest. Vast swathes of the old city, with its unique mixture of Onoman and European
mrchitecture, are being demolished 10 make way for ceremonial avenues and squares where
the regimented masses can demonstrale their love for their Leader before concrete
MOnLments.

In a bow o world opinion, a few famous churches are being moved bodily out of the way,
but many others have already been destroyed. The Romanian Orthodox Church's declared
upproval for this and the other policies of the Romanian State may be explicable in terms of
that wadition of subordination to monarchical power. It remains however one of the most
shameful instances of dereliction of duty in the history of Ornhodox Christianity. The
Onhodox bishops may well be rejoicing in the prospect of 2 Romania purged of “impure”
Hungarians and Germans, Catholics, Protestants and Uniates. They may hope 1o provide the
religious element in President Ceausescu'’s paradise. Much more likely Ceausescu and his
kind will continue to treat them with contempl.

The official defenders of the destruction of Bucharest compare it brazealy 1o the
reconstruction of Paris by Napoleon III's Prefect, Hausmann. Hausmann, for all his faults, did
express the justified confidence and pride of a dynamic new era, which was bringing many
benefits to the world. Ceausescu’s Stalinism has been repudiated by every other commumnist
State, with the inglorious exception of Alhanians. His shivering, hungry subjects know very
well what it has brought 1o Romania
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