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Mesterházy, Zsolt® 

The Brief History of the Carpathian Basin 
Ethnogenesis 

(Hungarian) 

The first version of this paper was published in the : Mesterházy Zsolt: The Ancient Hungary. A 
magyar ókor. Kárpáti Ház, Budapest, 2003. 2nd Vol. 451-455. p., than it developed further with an 
other paper of Mesterházy Zsolt: Hol keressük a ragozó nyelvű népek hazáját? III. Dobogó, 2003. 

október, 20-22. p. Where to search the Home of the agglutinating peoples? III. - 29 eastern settlings 
into the Carpathian Basin 2200 BC - 1250 AD.  

This is the first time, when I try to establish a compact and brief summary of the 
Carpathian Basin ethno genesis. Two great books and several scripts after its time to 
make a very compact substance, hoping that the colleagues will understand me. 

Having succeeded in the describing the Etruscan ethno genesis, and partly the Celtic 
one, I decided to give a framework of the Carpathian Basin ethno genesis. The 
peoples migrations in the last thousands of years led to the fact, that in 895 AD the 
Carpathian Basin became a Hungarian speaking part of Europe. I suppose, that the 
previous migrations and settlings all took a part in the developing of the Hungarian 
language and culture. Nobody else could create it like the inhabitants and the 
settlers… together. 

Time 

BC 

Migration out of 

Old Hungary 

Local events in Old Hungary Migration to Old Hungary 

43-41000  Szeletien Culture  

41700-32600  Beginning of the Szeletien stone 
industry 

 

40000  Gravettien (Old Carpathians)  

28-25000 

20000 

9200 

Gravettien in Europe and the 
Caucasus. 

Spreading of hunter societies to 
the West, North and East. 

The ancestors of the proto-
scythians (sabirians) begin the 
neolithic age in the Caucasus.  

Large-scale hunting of reindeer causes 
population growing. 

Gravettien communities and sites. 

Early beginnings of the eurasian 
(hungarian-celtic-bask) proto-language 

Gravettien in the Caucasus 

 Swiderians in the East and 
Northeast 

  

8000-6200  The Alföld neolithic farmers are living 
in villages. They are the leaders of the 

later european cultures. 

 

 Tell Halaf? Alföldi-Körös unified culture 

Danube I. 

Tell Halaf? 

6000-4000 The first spreading of the 
European line ceramic culture 

westward. 

The last hunters leave to the 
North and Northeast. 

The Bükk and Tisza cultures. 

Danube II. 

The local culture is unifying with the 
southeastern newcomers from 
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Anatolia. 

Spelt wheat in Kengyel.  

Szajol, Polgár - neolithic megalopolis 
6000-5500 The last reindeer leaves Old 

Hungary, following them a part 
of the hunters leave, too.  They 
could have gone to the East and 

Northeast. 

  

6000-5800   The peoples of the Körös culture 
from Anatolia are settling into 

Transsylvania and the South Alföld 
(and the Balkans, Greece, too) 

4600-3900  The Transdanubian linear ceramic 
culture on mesolithic base. 

 

  Copper age culture in Transsylvania. 
Copper industry, using of axes. The 

Tatárlaka scripts are 1000 years earlier 
than in Mesopotamia. 

Eastern connections to 
Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Troy, 

Caucasus and Pontus 

4400 - Spreading of the "coppersmiths" 
in Europe 

The Transsylvanian copper industry 
boom leads the economy. Growing 

population. 

 

4000  The Old Hungarian Kökénydomb 
Treaty, the first written constitution of 

7 unifying tribes 
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4000 The peoples of Al-Ubaid after 
the Flood 

The Pécel (Baden) age of Old 
Hungary, the first consistent and 

general culture. 

Cremation funerals, urns formed like 
faces. 

Their urns are identical with the same 
finds in Troy's II.-IV. strata 

Ceramic car model of Budakalász 

 

3900-3000  The Lengyel culture as an outcome of 
the Transdanubian linear ceramic 

culture 

 

3800 -   The beginning of steppe flows to 
Europe from the Ancient East. 

3000 

2500 

Spreading out to Cucuteni-
Tripolje eastwards. 

Bodrogkeresztúr culture peoples 
reach Greece, Dimini. 

Bodrogkeresztúr culture settles to 
Dimini 

Erősd (Transsylvania) culture to 
Cucuteni ▼ 

Sumerian settlers in the Caucasus 

4th Milleneum Tatárlakaians reach Jemdet 
Nasr, and begin the writing 

there. 

Danube III. culture Uruk IV. 

2800  Bronze age in Old Hungary  

2500 The peoples of the bell ceramic 
divides of the earlier spreader 
along the Rhine. More warlike 
ideeas are spreading with them. 

  

2300   The scythian-sumerian Kurgan 
people of Kuban-Majkop. 

2200   Anatolian bronzesmiths 

2000 The Péceliens (Baden) in 
Austria, Bohemia, Southern 
Germany and the Middle 

Europe, their meeting with the 
bell ceramics peoples. Start of 
the use of the "celtic" name in 

Europe. 

Realization of the Old Hungarian celtic 
age 

Bronze boom in Old Hungary with 
Transsylvanian and West Old 

Hungarian centres.  

Growing population. 

Mesopotamian originated caucasian 
sumerian-scythian-celtic newcomers. 

1 The first eastern-european 
herdsmen on the Alföld (Great 

Hungarian Plain) 

1800 Aunjetitz (Poland): Old 
Hungarian bronze colony, 
farther connections to the 

British Isles 

  

Bronze age 
cca. 

2200-1600  

  2 Pitvaros Group near the Maros 

3 An isolated kurgan group in the valley of 
Latorca and Hernád, northern of Kassa 

(Kosice, SLK). 

4 Hatvan culture - herdsmen 

5 Similar or related groups to Nr. 4. entered 
in Transsylvania, and they established 

mountain villages (Gesprengberg Group). 

6 A related eastern originated group to the 
Hatvan culture appears in West Old Hungary 

and Burgenland. 

7 Nyitra Group is forming the ground of the 
local middle bronze age Magyarád Culture.  
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The end of the early bronze age. (18-17. 
Cent. BC.) 

8 The peoples of the Perjámos Culture is 
settling from the Morava Valley (Serbia) into 

the Temesköz (Arad-Temesvár, now 
Romania). 

9 "In the central Transdanubia rises the 
peoples of the lime decorated pottery using 
Kisapostag Culture as a mixture of local and 
eastern origins, the most characteristic and 
most known middle bronze age unit in the 

Old Hungary. 
1500  Bronze centre in West Old 

Hungary of the kurgan using 
Scytho-celts. 

 

1500-1300 
Middle bronze 

age 

  10 Since the 16-15. cent. BC. on the 
southern Alföld begins to spread the 

anatolian way of horse harnessing and the 
anatolian type horse equipments. 

11 The rests of the northern Maros Perjámos 
Culture and the eastern originated Hatvan-

Ottomány elements may realize the 
Gyulavarsánd group. Their southern 
originated leaders founded tells. 

12 Attack of the Kurgan Culture peoples, 
arriving from the West.  

13 Heavy dramas of the Middle Danube 
Basin' bronze ages.... It's unexporable yet, 
what happened. In the middle and eastern 
basin of the Mediterranean Sea in the 13-12. 
century BC. happened a deep transformation 
prozess. ... Under their heavy attacks the 
Hittite Empire was destroyed, their groups 
are attacking Egypt, and they take bases in 
Palestina (philistines) too. ... Despite of that 
probably it seems that the earlier population 

of the Danube and Tisza area wasn't 
perished, but found in smaller and greater 

groups escaping ways to the South. 
1200  Spreading of urnfield customs. 

Return to the importance os 
spirituals. 

Anatolian originated groups are immigrating 
in owning the knowledge of iron using and 
working. Urnfield cemeteries. Connections to 

hittites(?). 

Late bronze 
age 

  14 Between the Bodrog and Maros in the 
Tisza valley appear new cemeteries of the 

Kurgan Culture, probably as a heritage of the 
previous (13) invaders. 

15 The life starts again first in the 
Transdanubia and the hillsides in Pest 

county. It was occupied by the great middle-
European urn field culture' peoples, which 
integrated the late kurgan elements, too.. 

1100-900 The late bronze age urn field 
peoples establish colonies in 
Poland, the Alps and Italy, 
which will be the first iron 

industry stations. 

The iron boom in Populonia 
leads to the Etruscan 

ethnogenesis. 

Considerable immigrations 
from Old Hungary 

 

900-700 Around Old Hungary develops a 
unified cultural area influenced 

 16 In the VIII-VII. centuries BC eastern 
originated population immigrated to Old 
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by the Turkic type old 
Hungarian tribes. 

Hungary. 

(1200)- 800-
400 

Immigration from Old Hungary 
to Etruria and the Po-valley. 

  

750-től   Immigration of the cimmerian Scythians 

17 Since the beginning of the VII. century BC 
the western part of the Carpathian Basin was 
occupied by the Hallstatt culture's eastern 

wing... 
500   19 Around the 6-5. centuries BC. rised a new 

consistent-like achaeological culture. Their 
precendents are not well known, but their 

local origins are hardly doubtful. 
Cca. 420-400   Immigration of the La Téne celts 

18 Since the 5th century BC. in the southern 
and southeastern part of Transdanubia 

appears a different archaeological culture, 
which … was at first connected to the Tisza 
region, but later to the developed culture of 

the Dráva-Száva valley. 
400   20 In the beginning of the 4th century BC. 

Italy and the Carpathian Basin became a seat 
ot war operations because of the celtic 

wanderings. 
250  Celtic tribal confederation in 

Northern Old Hungary, led by 
the boius tribe 

 

190   Celts from the Po valley are coming back 

58 Beginning of the Great Ancient 
World War in Gallia, then in 

Parthian Empire 

  

35  Rome against Old Hungary  

AD   21 Sarmatians on the Alföld (The Great 
Hungarian Plain) 

22 Yazigian immigration 
375   23 Karaton and the Huns 

Uldin, Ruga, Atilla 
476  End of Rome. Hun-German 

victory and defeat of 
slaveholders. 

End of the Ancient Hungary 
Age, beginning of the Middle 

Ages. 

 

568   24 Baján and the Avarians 

598   25 Three late Avarians tribe arrives 

670   26 The peoples of the "Griffs and Bines" 

895   27 Árpád's nation: coming home of the 
sabirians and onogurs 

XI-XII. 
century 

  28 Immigration of late Pasiani 

1239-45   29 The chun (kun) peoples of King Kötöny 
under King IV. Béla comes back after they 
leaved before, to the Alföld (The Great 

Hungarian Plain). 
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